

Application form

European Spaces of Culture: Call for Proposals 2026

In order to have a uniform benchmark for evaluation, we kindly request you to submit your application in English. Please note that evaluators will not penalise grammatical or language errors. The assessment will focus on the substance, ideas, and relevance of the proposal rather than language accuracy.

Be as concrete as possible and note that all fields are required. Please read the Frequently Asked Questions carefully. For any other questions about the application, please contact the EUNIC team via spacesofculture@eunicglobal.eu.

The application consists of this application form, the budget form and signed letters by all partners. The required documents should be submitted by 29 January 2027 (at 23:59 CET) to spacesofculture@eunicglobal.eu. 

Please send this application form as Word file, and the budget form as Excel file.


Contact details





Name of the project
Please state the (preliminary) name of the project

	[bookmark: Text2]     



Partners



[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]	
Please list all key partners in the project. A minimum of three local cultural or civil society partners, three EUNIC members, and the EU Delegation in the host country(ies) is required. Add lines to the table below if needed. All partners mentioned are required to submit a signed support letter.
EU National Institutes for Culture
eunic.eu | europeanspacesofculture.eu 	
EU National Institutes for Culture
eunic.eu | europeanspacesofculture.eu		

	Local partners
	

	
	

	
	

	EUNIC members
	

	
	

	
	

	EU Delegation(s)
	



Contact details coordination team
Please provide the contact details of the people responsible for the application from one key local partner, one full EUNIC member, and the EU Delegation. They together will be the first points of contact with the EUNIC office. It is possible to include multiple contact persons per organisation.

One of the EUNIC members will sign the agreement with the EUNIC office and receive the funding on behalf of the entire project team. Please identify this partner in the table with an asterisk (*).

	
	Local partner
	EUNIC member
	EU Delegation

	Name
	
	
	

	Organisation
	
	
	

	Title
	
	
	

	E-mail address
	
	
	




1. General information about the project





Project pitch
Tell us in a nutshell about the project. This text will be edited and used for various communication purposes, if selected. Therefore, please be clear, concise, and engaging. 
(max. 1,500 characters incl. spaces)

	[bookmark: Text1]     



Objectives
What are the objectives of the project? How do these meet the objectives of European Spaces of Culture? 
(max. 1,500 characters incl. spaces)

	     



Target groups
Who is your target audience? How do you intend to reach them?
(max. 1,500 characters incl. spaces)

	     



Proposed activities and timeline
What are the main proposed activities and how do they contribute to meeting the project’s objectives? 
(max. 1,500 characters incl. spaces)

	     



Please fill in the indicative timeline for these activities in the table below. (Add lines if needed, no space or character limit.)

	Timeframe
	Activity
	Which partner is in charge?
	Target groups
	Expected results

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




2. How the proposal responds to the selection criteria





Relevance to local context (max. 25 points)
What is the local (cultural, political, economic, societal, etc.) context in which this proposal is placed? What are the needs, challenges and opportunities of local citizens, civil society and/or the cultural sector that will be addressed by the project proposed? 
(max. 2,500 characters incl. spaces)

	     



Partnership set-up (max. 25 points)
How do you plan to ensure and organise a fair and inclusive partnership with local partners, EUNIC members, the EU Delegation and other actors? What are the specific roles, responsibilities, and added value of each partner in the project ? Please use bullet points
(max. 2,500 characters incl. spaces)

	     



Innovation (max. 20 points)
How does the proposed project bring new perspectives and practices to international cultural relations and European cultural collaboration, in general and in the country(ies) concerned? How could it present itself as a new model of both European and global collaboration in cultural relations? How do you plan to include (local and European) actors relatively new to such partnerships? 
(max. 2,500 characters incl. spaces)

	     



Impact foreseen (max. 20 points)
What are the concrete expected results and mid- and long-term impact on the target groups, local cultural sectors, and communities? What results are foreseen that will last beyond the timeframe of the project? What kind of outreach do you expect? Be concrete and indicate numbers where possible and relevant. What mechanism will you put in place to monitor, evaluate, and learn from the project? 

Which UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), directly or indirectly, are most relevant to your project’s objectives, activities, or expected impact? Please explain concretely how they relate. It is preferable to explain the connection of a small number of SDGs clearly, rather than listing many. 

What is the project’s plan for a sustainable use of resources for its activities? How does the project address environmental sustainability as a topic?

(max. 2,500 characters incl. spaces)

	     



Feasibility and cost-effectiveness (max. 10 points)
How do you consider your proposed project feasible, in the timeframe and budget given and in your local context? How do you ensure the budget is reasonable and realistically reflecting the proposed activities and in line with fair remuneration of (local) artists and cultural professionals? 
(max. 2,500 characters incl. spaces)

	     



What possible risks might you see and how might they affect the objectives and outcomes of the project? Please think of possible risks concerning administrative barriers, sensitivities in partnerships, budget cuts, political or societal developments, health calamities, etc. How would you mitigate them? (Add lines if needed, no space or character limit.) 

	Risk
	Likelihood (high, mid or low)
	Potential impact on the project
	Mitigation measure(s) proposed

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




3. Additional material (optional)





Please include links to any background material that could be relevant for the EUNIC team and the jury to read or see. Make sure this is relevant, engaging and brief. 
(max. 3 links allowed)

	     










Selection criteria




All applications will be evaluated along the lines of the same selection criteria below. These reflect – alongside questions such as on objectives, target groups, and proposed activities – the questions in the application form. The maximum points that can be scored per criterion are also included in the application form. 

Relevance to local context (max. 25 points) 
The proposal describes the local context, including challenges and opportunities, and the proposal’s relevance to that context. The needs of the local target audiences, civil society, and/or cultural sector to be addressed are clearly identified. The project description is convincing and target groups that are identified fit the objectives that are outlined. In conversation with the EU Delegation, the strategic importance of the project to wider EU priorities is made clear. 

Partnership set-up (max. 25 points) 
An inclusive approach is at the core of the design and implementation of the project. The proposal includes active inclusion, participation, and governance of all partners: EUNIC members, EU Delegation, local partners, and other stakeholders, and proposes measures to ensure ownership by all. The proposal clearly and concretely describes the added value and involvement of each partner. 

Innovation (max. 20 points) 
The proposed project brings new perspectives and processes to collaboration through culture and goes beyond traditional one-off events: 
· New concepts or ways of working with local cultural sectors, including digital cultural relations, based on local contexts and needs of local communities; 
· The proposal actively seeks participation of (local and European) actors that are new in this field; 
· New ideas on sustainability, accessibility and inclusion, or entrepreneurship in culture; 
· New ways of strengthening culture as a vector to promote values such as artistic freedom (of expression), social cohesion, equality, climate action and accessibility and inclusion. 

Impact foreseen (max. 20 points)
The proposal states concrete, realistic, and sustainable foreseen results and includes activities and expected results that will last beyond the timeframe of the project that clearly link back to the context and challenges described. Mid- or long-term impact on societies, local cultural scenes, and other target groups are foreseen. The proposal includes concrete mechanisms and indicators to monitor and evaluate the project. The proposal demonstrates how the objectives, activities, and impact foreseen contribute to the achievement of the SDGs. Individual SDG(s) is/are clearly specified and concretely elaborated on. The proposal also considers its environmental impact and sustainability of the project, including a strategy for sustainable use of resources.

Feasibility and cost-effectiveness (max. 10 points)
The project’s activities are realistic within the timeframe and budget provided and within the local context. Possible risks are considered, and mitigation is foreseen. Activities are appropriately reflected in the budget and proposed costs are reasonable in relation to the activities mentioned and fair remuneration to artists and experts is indicated.
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